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www.suffolkbeekeepers.co.uk 
(An Area Association of the British Beekeepers’ Association)
County Committee Meeting
Minutes
                                              16th June 2021 

Via Zoom starting at 7:30pm
Attendees: Alan Seager(Chair), Jeremy Quinlan(President & Ipswich), Jackie McQueen(Membership Sec), Ian McQueen(Treasurer), Jane Corcoran(Education Officer), Jane Corcoran (Education) Roger Chapman (Stowmarket) 

	#
	Item
	Who

	1
	Apologies 
Laraine Kuntze, Joy Allen, Trevor Alchin, Chris Poupard. With such a high level of unavailability of branch reps, mainly because of clashes with their own committee meetings, AS was tasked with consulting with all branches to suggest moving the Suffolk County meetings to a Tuesday evening to increase the availability of reps to attend 
	

	2
	Review & approval of the minutes of last meeting 17th March 21
Minutes are now issued for comment and approval shortly after the meeting so there is now not requirement for review and approval of minutes. This item will, therefore, be removed from future agenda
	

	3
	Matters arising from previous minutes
AS still to set up Dropbox to share information among the Committee 
Common Training Presentation by County
This has now been superceded by the purchase of the new BBKA Training materials which have now been purchased by County and distributed to all branches : Closed 
Winter Feed
Covered below : Closed
Suffolk General Husbandry Course
Covered in Education Below : Closed
	

	4
	 Treasurers Report
IMc commented that the SBKA balance was healthy at £10,690.31 and this will all be required to fund the Winter Feed cash flow. 
Beyond this there is no current plan for funding any projects that are not self financing 
There was some discussion on the possibility of Suffolk purchasing a piece of land in order to set up a Training Centre. 
JC Suggested that some of the funds could possibly  be spent on getting some speakers in for events that have previously proven too expensive for groups to afford 
Stowmarket advised that they are considering increasing their contribution to research funds. AS suggested that this is something Suffolk could consider in the future 
Several of the Suffolk Branches have not charged members Branch fees this year because of the restricted winter programmes that have been offered because of the Covid restrictions 
	

	5
	 Membership Report
756 members currently, all membership invoices sent out. Capitation date - All money due 31Mar21 
	

	6
	ADM Report
KT reported back on the 2021 ADM which had been held remotely with considerable success. The 2022 ADM will be a hybrid event both remote and in person which KT feels is a good way forward.
The 2 main issues at this year’s event had been 
1 minimum membership numbers for new groups passed at 75
2 proportional representation on group voting which had failed 
	

	7
	Branch Reports 
See Below 

	

	8
	EARS Update
JQ advised that John Tuppen had now taken over as EARS Secretariat.
As a guide, a typical research project would normally need £80k-£100k in funding, the bulk of which would come from Government. Bedford are generally contributing about £2000pa.
IMcQ to check latest Suffolk Branch contributions 

	IMcQ

	9
	Education Update
Suffolk General Husbandry Course 
Jeremy confirmed that the course had already commenced with 12 candidates attending. First session was at Dallinghoo, the next at West Suffolk Club apiary and the final session will be in July at Mike Graystone’s Apiary at Tostock 
Schools 
Stowmarket are working with local schools to try to establish Beekeeping facilities on school properties (Stowmarket High School) Cost is anticipated at £400 per school.
Ipswich advised that they had previously had a similar liaison with Stoke High School that had now dissolved.
JC advised that a similar set up had been completed at Exning Primary School and Is about to do the same thing at Horinger Court in Bury St Edmunds 
There is also a similar project being established at Wayland Prison by Marika Sigley and her husband 
Stowmarket are also in early discussions with West Suffolk College in Bury St Edmunds with regard to setting up an apiary at the college 
AS suggested that we compile a list of this type of scheme that Suffolk are currently involved with 
A lot of interesting discussion on the consequences of availability of quality webinars, but numbers attending are surprisingly low, possibility of availability of recordings for members to watch at their convenience is contributing
It was felt that people were missing meeting with people but it will be interesting to see how numbers hold up when we move into winter meeting season with meetings inside
Module Workgroups
JC will be running a Module 2 study Group through the winter
JQ will be running Module 3 study group through the winter

BBKA Basic Training group
JC had run a very successful study group for BBKA Basic on Zoom and intends to repeat this Spring 2022

	

	10
	Holding of future meetings – Zoom/F2F 
It was suggested that SBKA committee members might like to revert to face to face to be discussed
	AS

	11
	Asian Hornet Action Team
JC confirmed that the level of members completing the on line training had improved and Suffolk now have reasonable coverage
	

	12
	AOB 

	

	14
	Proposed date and place of next meeting –   17th November 2021
Suffolk Show 2022 Tue 31 May/Wed 1 June  BBKA ADM 15th Jan 2022
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MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY REPORT MARCH 2021

Not paid

Registered | Partner | Country | Junior | TOTALS April
1&ES 11 170 32 8 3 213 17
Suffolk
Coastal 12 108 7 10 125 1
Stowmarket 13 94 9 1 104 29
West Suffolk 1 156 18 6 180 39
Waveney 15 73 7 3 83 31
N &D BKA 16 a1 2 7 1 51 6
TOTALS 642 75 35 a 756

Number of members for April 2020 - 670

Number of members for September 2020 - 811
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